
Mayor for Cornwall Consultation Response 
Councillors discussed their possible response to the consultation at their public meeting 
held on 19 January 2023. 
 
The Chair was asked to draft a response to the final questions 11, 12 and 13:  
 

 
11 To what extent do you agree or disagree that Cornwall Council should accept the 
proposed Deal including the change to an elected Mayor which is a requirement of the 
Deal? 
  

 Agree strongly 
 Somewhat agree 
 Neither agree nor disagree 
 Somewhat disagree 
 Disagree strongly 
 Don't know 

 
12 Why do you say this? 
 
13 Do you have any other comments or anything else we should consider about the 
proposed Deal including the changes to an elected Mayor which is a requirement of the 
Deal and the other proposed governance changes? This includes any positive or negative 
impacts on you. 
 

 
The response for agreement is: 
 

 
11 Disagree strongly. 
 
12 At their public meeting held on XXXXXX, councillors resolved to support the 
financial benefits that would accrue by accepting the devolution deal, but do not accept 
the reasoning for creating the role of elected Mayor for Cornwall. 
 
In reaching this conclusion, councillors noted representations made to them by residents 
and noted that: introducing a 2/3 majority vote for amendments to any resolutions tabled 
for corporate plans (and the annual budget) was a regressive step compared to the 
current system of simple majority; that creating a Mayor (and the office infrastructure 
needed to support them) would add an additional layer of bureaucracy that potentially 
moves the electorate at least one step further away from representation; that the 
additional income (equivalent to an average £12m pa) was not adequate compensation 
for the dilution of governance in Cornwall Council as it works currently. 
 
13 That the powers planned for the Mayor that would attract additional funding and 
responsibilities be vested in the Chair of Cornwall Council. 
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